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FARM      DEMONSTRATION  MONTHLY 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMT  OF  AGRICULTURE,  \^  v^  riA^^^.^Av^^ 

Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  \  j^.  \^    .  d 
Farmers  Cooperative  Demonstrations, 
Northern  and  Western  States* 


As  originally  planned,  the  Chicago  Cor ;  intended  for  tho 
State  leaders  of  County  Agents  and  ,  Cirls '  Club  workers  and 

the  Farm  Management  Demonstrators  working  in  the  northern  and  western 
states.    Later  it  seeesed  advisable  to  invite  the  attendence  of  repre- 
The  Chicago    sentatives  of  Home- Bconcmios  Extension  workers.    Responses  have  been 
Conference,    very  gratifying;  and  the  indications  are  that  there  will  be  a  l8,rge 
attendance  of  men  and  women  engaged  in  all  of  these  lines  of  Extension 
work.    In  addition,  a  considerable  number  of  Extension  Directors  and 
County  Agents  have  indicated  their  purpose  to  be  present.    The  Club  work- 
ers will  begin  their  special  program  on  Friday,  December' 4th,  and  the 
regular  State  Loaders*  sessions  will  begin  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  seventh  and  continue  through  the  tenth. 

A  committee  has  been  aiDpcinted  to  study  the  whole  subject  of  Reports--the 
weekly,  monthly,  annual,  and  others--and  to  mke  recommendations  to  the 
Weekly       conference.    This  committee  is  depended  c         bring  about  a  real  improve- 
Reports,    ment  in  or  over  tho  present  system.    The  Office  believes  that  every  report 
ought  to  strengthen  and  make  more  useful  the  work  of  the  man  in'the  field, 
the  State  Leader,  and  the  v;orkcfrs  in  Washington.    Suggestions  are  invited 
from  County  Agents- -every  one  of  whom  is  invited  to  write  to  the  committee 
Or  to  individual  members,  who  may  be  addressed  at  the  Sherman  Hotel,  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  wher©  letters  should  reach  them  by  December  7th,  if  p0i>- 
sible,  and  not  later  than  the  9th,    The  committee  consists  of  M.  C.  Burritt. 
New  Yorki  Thos.  P.  Cooper,  North  Dakota;  Byron  Hunter,  Washington;  G.  I. 
Christie,  Indiana;  Idw*  G*  Johnson,  Kansas, 

This  number       .....  Monthly  cc.....:^.x^  l^.-c^  ^-^^^^c^.^      uicles  of  escaptional 
value  by  State  Leaders,  each  of  which  should  be  read  and  re-read  by  County 
Special      Agents  and  State  Leaders. ^-Professor  Christie's  statement  that  "progressive 
Articles,  farmers  are  working  hand  in  hand  with  the  County  Agents"  states  a  fact  that 
being  frequently  observed  and  also  presejats  m  ideal  for  every  man  who 
is  am,bitious  for  the  best  success  in  th^  field. --Dr.  Evans  reports  the  ad- 
mirable Utah  system  of  supporting  the  demonstration  work,  and  makes  a  strong 
I  and  -compact  argument  for  putting  the  v/ork  fairly  on  a  permanent  foundation 

of  publio  support .--Director  Cooper  emphasises  the  importance  of  making  and 
keeping  the  Field  Agents  free  from  improper  loaaji  influences.    All  deal  with 
state  laws  relative  to  financial  support  of  the  County  Agents--a  matter  of 
considerable  importance  to  many  states  this  GOming  winter, 

A  conference  of  all  County  Agents  of  isio..  iw^^  v;i.s  recently  h&.a  at  Ithaca. 
The  subjects  discussed  included  those  relating  to  county  organization  for 
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Farm  Bureau  work,  membership,  projects  for  work,  co-operation,  and  the  farm 
survey.    It  was  the  unanimous  sentiment  that  a  county  organization  to  bB.ck 
New  York       the  Agent  in  his  \york  is  essential.    There  was  division  of  opinion  as  to  the 
^Jeeting,        desirability  of  a  membership  campaign.    The  County  Agent  should  not  be  re- 
quired to  conduct  a  campaign  in  order  to  insure  membership  fees  to  help  pay 
his  salary.    The  project  idea  seemed  to  meet  with  favor.    It  was  suggested 
that  every  Agent  should  have  at  least  four  pro jeGts--one  regional  in  its 
nature  and  possibly  identical  for  all  the  County  Agents  of  a  state  and 
prepared  by  the  State  Leader;  one  of  a  local  regional  character,  which 
may  be  identical  for  several  adjoining  counties,  dealing  with  some  spe- 
cial crop  which  predcminates  in  those  counties;  and  two  other  projects, 
dealing  with  particular  local  problems. 

The  recent  outbreack  of  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  hit  Indiana  very  hard, 
and  the  County  Agents  arose  to  the  situation  splendidly.    In  many  cases 

The  County    the  first  outbreaks  were  reported  by  the  Agents.    Mass  meeting  were  held 
gent  in  an  and  farmers  informed  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  disease.    Rigid  local 

Emergency,    quarantine  measures  were  effected.    In  many  cases  the  Agents  were  active 
before  the  State  authorities  began  to  move.    In  all  cases  they  c<30perated 
heartily  with  the  State  and  Federal  authorities  and  added  much  to  the  ef- 
fectiveness in  the  control  of  the  disease.    In  situations  such  as  this, 
quick  action  is  necessary,  and  the  County  Agent,  whose  whole  business  it 
is  to  help  the  farmers  of  his  county,  has  proven  himself  in  this  case  a 
"minute  man",  with  ability  to  do  the  right  thing  and  to  "do  it  now."  In 
the  reports  of  the  Agents  for  the  week  ended  November  15th,  twenty-three 
of  the  twenty-seven  Indiana  Agents  reported  active  work  in  connection 
,  with  the  control  of  this  disease.    The  unanimity  with  which  they  worked 

to  a  common  end  shows  the  advantage  of  a  state*wide  organization,  with 
competent  State  Le|.der  in  charge. 

At  the  recent  meeting  in  Washington  of  the  American  Association  of  Agri- 
cultural Colleges  and  Experiment  Stations,  the  Standing  Committee  on  Sx~ 

Report  or      tension  Organisation  and  Policy  reported  on  certain  phases  of  County 

Extension     Agent  work  as  follows.' 

Committee.  '*Ihe  County  is  usually  the  logical  unit  for  extension  work  so 

far  as  local  probleBis  are  concerned  and  its  best  interests  can  b# 
Served  through  a  county  extension  representative  or  agent  possessing 
technical  and  practical  knowledge  together  with  the  qualities  of 
leadership.    We  commend  the  organisation  of  counties  and  installa- 
tion of  county  extension  representatives  or  agents  as  the  need 
fxi^ts  or  demand  is  recognised  and  when  competent  persons  iaay  be 
provided.    Th^y  shsuld  be  and  ordinarily  are  representatives  of 
the  state  agricultural  colleges  and  the  United  States  Department 
^  of  Agriculture.    We  recommend  the  term  'extension  representative' 

as  more  clearly  indicating  the  work  of  that  member  of  the  exten- 
sion staff  now  commonly  designated  'County  Agent's   'demonstrator % 
or  'advisor',  and  suggest  that  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  word 
'extension  representative'  be  substituted  for  titles  now  is  use," 


c 


c 


(3) 


E7  G:  1.  Ghrxstisj  State  Leader. 

^::8  County  Agent  has  been  rec  favor  Progressive 

.ariaers  are  v/orking  hand  in  hanu.  wiuii  ohv  Countj  Ageati  arid  are  giving  the  move- 
■  ^nt  strong  support*    With  the  support  of  the  best  farmers  and  other  business  men, 
:.unty  Agents  are  in  a  position  to  attack  with  considerable  force  the  problems  of 
he  county.    As  individuals  they  can  do  but  little  in  moving  the  masses;  but  as 
eaderSj  backed  by  strong  and  enthusiastic  forces,  they  can  revolutionize  farming 
nd  farm  life. 

The  first  County  Agent  for  Indiana  was  appointed  October  1,  1912,  in  LaPorte 
Ugunty.    From,  the  first  this  movement  has  been  cfi.rried  on  in  cooperation  v;ith  the 
■  '-ureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture,    The  first  three 
ountles  were  financed  by  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  paying  |50  t6  flOO  per  month 
ov.T?!rd  the  salary  of  each  of  the  Agents,  while  the  counties  paid  the  remainder  Of 
lary  and  all  expenses.    Purdue  University  assisted  in  the  organization,  asd 
ned  the  necessary  dii^^ction  and  supervisio:  vork. 
;  W  riter  Farmlhg  Association  was  organized  .in  tacn  county  and  funds  raised  by 
ging  a  membership  fee.    These  Counties  also  received  a  contribution  from  the 
■nwald  fund  distributed  through  the  Crop  Improvement  Committee  of  Chicago. 
With  an  appreciation  of  the  great  opportunity  for  valuable  service  to  agri^ 
culture  and  country  life  through  County  Agents,-  the  Indiana  legislature  during  itB 
session  of  1913  made  provision  in  the  Vocational  Education  bill  for  establishing 
'•ounty  Agents  in  every  county  of  the  State.    This  Act  provides  that  when  20  or  more 
farmers  of  a  county  shall  present  a  petition  accompanied  by  |500  to  the  County  Board 
:f  Education,  the  County  Council  shall  appropriate  |1500  to  be  used  in  paying  cne- 
alf  of  the  salary  and  expenses  of  County  Agent.    Purdue  Uni^rersity  appoints  the 
ounty  Agent  with  the  approval  of  the  County  Board  of  Bducation  and  the  State  Board 
of  Education,  pays  one-half  the  salary,  and  supervises  the  work.    Provision  was  also 
riade  so  that  not  more  than  30  counties  should  secure  agents  for  the  year  ending  Sep- 
\ ember  30,  i914;  60  counties  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  191S;  and  92  annually 
thereafter.    The  first  appointments  under  this  Act  were  made  July  1,  1913.  Other 
appointments  were  mads  i:  tir.c  during  the  year  izntil  the  limit  o.f  39  CQUXl- 

ties  had  been  reached. 

In  cooperation  with  the?  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Purdue  University  is  giving 
active,  helpful  supervision  to  the  County  Agent  work.    During  the  past  year  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  special  campaigns  in  the  various  counties.    Each  month  special 
sntion  was  given  to  some  seasonal  topic.    So  that  large  numbers  of  people  might 
be  reached,  meetings  and  demonstrations  were  held  in  each  township.    The  County 
Agent,  with  the  assistance  of  the  township  trustees,  farmers'  institute  associations, 
granges,  and  other  organizations,  arranged  the  schedules  and  made  all  local  arrange- 
^•lents  for  the  various  campaigns,  while  m  most  Instances  Purdue  University  furnished 
^      curers  and  demonstrators  to  assist  the  Agents  in  giving  the  instructioti. 
P         T^.e  University  has  always,  believed,  and  the  work  of  the  past  year  supports  this 
/iction,  tha-^         ould  best  serve  the  Couni  :;rk  by  furnishing  technical 

iistruction  from  v.ic;  various  departments.    This  a.ij.£>vi uu-pion  will,  therefore,  prepare 
bo  meet  in  a  larger  way  the  demanc'   :  '  Vv.   .;::.r:i'c:;  :  :  ■     '  '   3  and  direct  assistance 
through  her  representative^ . 

A  summary  of  the  work  for  the  year  c,   .  1914,        .  .  diat  the 

County  Agents  held  4033  meetings,  with  an  attendant  .-,ay  visited  10,881 

farms,  traveled  137,241  miles,  and  had  19,428  office  calls. 
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FINANCING'  THE  COUNTY  AGENT. 
By  R,  J.  Eyans    " '  ^        -^-^  - 


The  County  Agency  movement  in  its  present  form  was  started  in  the  State  of  Utah 
January  1,  1913.    At  the  time  a  State  Leader  was  employed  cooperatively  by  the 
Office  of  Farm  Management  and  the  State  Agricultural  College,    There  were  then  no 
funds  available  to  offer  as  an  inducement  to  the  counties  to  cooperafee  in  the 
employment  of  any  County  Agents.    The  State  Leader  confined  his  efforts  for  the 
first  three  months  to  lining  up  counties  for  future  work. 

About  this  time  the  State  Legislature  passed  a  bill,  known  as  the  Farm  and 
Home  Demonstration  bill,  which  appropriated  |6000  for  the  work  during  the  year 
1914.    This  sum  is  to  increase  |25O0  per  year  until  a  total  of  ^25,000  is  reached, 
when  the  amount  will  be  constant.    This  law  was  passed  about  one  year  in  advance 
of  the  Smith-Lever  Act  but  parallels  the  latter  very  closely  in  the  sum  apportioned 
to  Utah  each  year.    Under  the  provisions  of  this  State  law,  the  funds  are  to  be 
administered  through  the  Agricultural  College,  and  the  College  is  authorised  to 
use  these  funds  in  cooperation  with  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture^ 
the  County  Commissioners  of  the  various  counties,  and  other  coopeirating  agencies. 

To  date  the  local  end  of  financing  has  been  met  by .appropriations  through  the 
County  Commissioners,    Under  this  system  of  financial  support,  the  work  is  made 
more  dependable  and  consequently  more  permanent.    When  additional  funds  are  needed 
to  do  special  pieces  of  work,  the  local  organisations  lend  their  financial  support. 
The  counties  have  been  called  upon  to  stand  from  one-third  to  one- half  of  the  nec- 
essary expense. 

Some  persons  have  argued  with  some  force  that  private  subscription  by  the 
farmers  is  necessary  to  create  personal  interest  in  the  work.    Others  even  contend 
that  the  services  of  the  Agent  should  be  confined  to  the  Individual  farmers  who 
contribute  money  to  the  support  of  the  County  Agent.    As  the  Federal  and  State 
funds  come  through  common  taxation,  it  seems  to  m®  that  farmers  should  participate 
in  the  benefits  derived  from  the  expenditure  of  these  public  funds  without  having 
to  pay  =^.pecial  fees  to  receive  them.    Our  experience  has  been  that  far  more  diff- 
culty  i?  experienced  in  meeting  the  requests  for  service  than  In  creating  a.  demand 
for  assistance, 

A  number  of  drainage  projects  have  u^en  initiated  by  the  County  Agents.  The 
preliminary  work  has  required  funds  in  advance  to  get  things  started.    These  have 
been  furnished  largely  by  the  local  famers'  organisations  and  by  private  donations 
from  leading  farmers  and  other  business  men. 

In  'financing  the  "anti-hog  cholera  campaigns  the  College  has  usually  furnished 
the  service  of  a  competent  veterinarian,  while  the  local  organization  has  paid  his 
expenses  and  furnished  such  assistance  as  the  veterinarian  and  the  County  Agent 
have  needed  in  the  work*    the  hog-raiser  ultiffiatsly  paid  for  all  seruai  use4  in 
his  herd, 

Eccnomy  without  reducing  efficiency  has  been  the.   ..^.^v.^.^  imitate.  The 

County  Agents  are  not  paid  large  salaries.    They  are  given  a  reasonable  sura  to  begin 
with,  with  an  assurance  that  this  will  be  enlarged  witij  increased  efficiency  of 
service.    We  are  convinced  that  this  is  the  safe  method  and  that  if  it  i|  fellowed 
no  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  securing  and  retaining  competent  men. 
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SUPPORT ma  THE  COUNTY  AGENT  IN  NORTH  DAKOTA. 
By  Thos.  P.  Cooper,  State  Leader. 

^he  support  of  the  work  of  the  field  agent  in  North  Dakota  was  first  based  upon 
fimds  privately  raised  in  the  county*  either  through  direct  subscription  by  indi- 
viduals Or  through  a  county  Better  Farming  Association.    Two  counties  at  the  first 
made  direct  appropriations- through  their  Boards  of  County  Commissioners  under  a  law 
Which  providsd  for  the  levying  of  taxes  to  encourage  iaisaigrat ion*    At  the  legis- 
lative session  of  1912,  an  act  was  passed  which  empowered  the  County  Commissioners 
io  levy  a  tax  of  not  to  exceed  one-half  milX'oii  the  assessed  valuation  of  all  prop- 
erty for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  diversified  and  better  farming  by  the  employ- 
meht  of  agriculturally  trained  men  within  the  county.    This  law  further  provided 
that  the  Commissioners  must  le\ry  such  a  taz  upon  receipt  of  a  petition  signed  by 
twenty- five  per  cent  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  county. 

The  field  work  is  now  carried  on  in  the  State  under  the  provisions  of  this  law 
and  is  supported  by  the  Boards  of  County  Commissioners.    Until  the  present  year, 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  the  work  in  each^county  or  unit  has  been  paid  through 
funds  rsissd  outside  of  the  county.    Thus  the  ccunty  has  paid  one-half  the  cost  Of 
the  work.    Tlie  assistance  given  counties  at  the  present  time  varies  from  fifty  to 
fifteen  per  cent  of  the  total  cost.    At  the  close  of  this  year  it  is  planned  to 
place  all  counties  on  the  same  basis  and  contribute  funds  to  the  extent  of  approx- 
imately llOOO  for  each  man  employed.     On  the  average,  this  would  represent  about 
thirty- five  per  cent  of  the  total  cost  of  the  work. 

The  law  which  provides  for  this  work  is  fairly  satisfactory  and  is  probably 
the  best  that  could  be  obtained  under  the  conditions  which  prevails.    It  places 
the  responsibility  for  the  financing  of  the  work  directly  before  the  County  Boards 
and  makes  it  possible  for  the  farmers  of  the  county  to  secure  this  form  of  work  if 
they  wish  it  or  car©  to  insist  upon  it. 

As  a  general  proposition,  the  work  could  be  extended  more  rapidly  if  funds 
could  be  obtained  through  some  form  of  indirect  taxation  rather  than  by  direct 
ethods.    In  the  organization  and  carrying  on  of  the  work,  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
missioners contract  with  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Agricultural  College  to  carry 
the  work  for  a  certd,in  period  of  time.    The"GjOunty  agrees  to  appropriate  a  certain 
amount  of  money,  which  shall  be  available  upon  call  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Agricultural  College,    The  Field  Agent  in  then  employed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees 
and  does  not  become  a  direct  employee  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  this 
eliminates  the  possibility  of  men  being  affected  by  the  various  Gounty  Boards,  and 
makes  it  possible  for  them  to  carry  on  effective  work  in  cooperation  with  everjr 
other  agent  in  the  State. 

WITH  THS  COUNTY  AGENTS. 

gounty  i^gent  Ten  |]yck  in  Winnebago  County,  Illinois,  has  conducted  a  number  of  auto- 
Wflobile  trips  within  his  Gounty  during  the  past  summer.    Ho  says:  "These  short  trips 
have  found  special  favor.    There  is  usually  plenty  to  see  within  the  limits  Of  xh© 
township,  and  the  Khort  di3tanc<5  to  be  covered  makes  it  possible  for  people  who  have 
no  auto  to  come  with  a  horse.    There  is  considerable  rivalry  between  the  townships 
as  to  which  shall  have  the  biggest  cro^d,  and  so  interest  is  stimulated.    Among  the 
object-lessons  shown  in  these  trips  are  a  testing  of  soil  for  acidity,  the  effect 
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of  lime  on  the  growth  of  clover  and  alfal's. ,  inoculation,  good  farm  equipment,  and 
improve'^  live  stock.    It  is  a  sleepy  man  i,  deed  ?/ho  cannot  pick  up  a  dozen  ideas  of 
value  to  him  on  such  a  trip," 

I         T.        Avery  organized  his  sixth  cow-testing  association  in  Delaware  County* 
New  YorK,  on  November  first;  and  this  wa^  accomplashed  in  a  locality  where  common 
report  said  the  thing  "could*nt  be  done."    About  3000  cows  are  o??ned  by  members  of 
the  association,  and  the  work  is  receiving  strong  support. 

0.  P.  Drake,  Cov/ley  County,  Kansas,  reports  many  inquiries  about  Sudan  grass. 
He  had  a  number  of  trial  plots  last  year  ana  again  this  year,  which  seemed  to  indi- 
cate that  Sudan  grass  will  be  a  valuable  hay  plant  in  that  section  because  of  its 
ability  to  resist  droughts.    It  is  one  of  the  new  introductions  ef  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry* 

The  prompt  action  of  County  Agent  John  S»  Bordner,  St.  Joseph  County,  Indiana, 
in  the  rase  of  the  outbreak  of  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  his  county  and  the  ad- 
joining counties  of  Michigan  greatly  assisted  in  securing  a  rigid  quarantine.  He 
took  members  of  the  farm  Bureau,  the  local  Board  of  Health,  and  newspaper  men  in  his 
auto  on  trips  through  infested  locality,  and  public  sentiment  was  so  airoused  that 
policemen  were  put  on  ail  roads  leading  out  of  the  quarantined  area.    He  also  as- 
sisted State  and  National  veterinarians  in  effectively  carrying  out  measures  to 
eradicate  the  disease. 

At  the  recent  International  Dry  Farming  Congress  at  Witchita,  Kansas,  Allen 
County,  Kansas,  W.  S.  Watkins,  County  Agent,  won  first  prize  on  county  exhibits. 
Lyon  County ,■  Kansas ,  H,  L*  Popenoej  won  second;  and  Montgomery  County,  Kansas,  J. 
Macy,  County  Agent,  won  fifth.    A  good  record  for  Kansas  County  Agesits. 

P.  H.  Ross,  Leavenworth  County,  Kansas,  has  secured  some  good  results  toward 
the  control  of  the  Hessian  fly.    in  his  weekly  report  he  says,  "Accumulative  effect 
on  the  work  of  Hessian  fly  control  is  showing.    Last  year  about  fifteen  per  cent  of 
the  wheat  acreage  was  sown  before  the  fly-free  date.     This  year  less  than  one  per 
cent  was  sown. " 

The  County  Commissioners  of  Bottineau  County,  North  Dakota,  authorized  prizes 
of  flO,  $7.50,  and  |5,  respectively,  for  the  best  acre  of  dent  and  of  flint  corn 
raised  ia  the  County  by  any  boy  or  girl  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  placed 
the  cont3dt3  in  charge  of-  County  Agent  A.  ? .  Henderson-    Thirty-seven  entries  were 
mads  and  thirty-five  carried  the  work  through.    Yields  ranging  from  twenty-three  to 
sixty-seven  and  one-half  bushels  per' acre  wore  secured.    Many  of  the  beys  saved  seed 
corn  for  next  year's  work. 

The  fall  demonstration  work  of  I'lebraska' s  County  Agents,  as  reported  bj  Assist- 
ant State  Leader  A.  E.  Anderson,  are  along  the  following  lines:    Rata  of  seeding  win- 
ter wheat,  improved  versus  ordinary  varieties  of  wheat,  mulching  versus  no  mulching 
of  winter  wheat,  mulching  versus  no  mulching  of  fall  sewn  alfalfa,  and  varietal  tests 
of  alfalfa  strains. 

The  Erie  County  (iJew  York)  Farm  Bureau  has  employed  Miss  Katherine  H.  Mills  to 
v;ork  with  the  farm  women  of  the  county,  who  are  being  organized  into  study  clubs  con- 

Kected  with  the  county  domestic  science  bureau.    At  present  these  clubs  are  studying 
he  fundamental  principles  of  cooking,  the  selection  and  preparation  of  balanced  ra- 
tions for  the  farm  family,  and  the  proper  feeding  of  children. 

Since  August  15th,  the  Delaware  County  Farm  Bureau  (New  York)  has  helped  supply 
farmers  ^ith  three  plows,  two  ensilage  cutters,  and  one  gas  engine.  The  manager  did 
not  recciimend  any  particular  make,  but  discussed  thoroughly  the  different  implements 
and  let  the  tarmers  choose  for  themselves  the  kinds  they  desired. 
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dailjr,  and  with  the  tsac>  -         vitjils,  and.  farmers  - 
a.  studjr  of  the  stand,  tl,  ,  and  the  ear  tyr 

selected  stalks  and  ears  which  were  carried  tc 
of  the  material  was  had.  farmers,  110c 

and  eighth  and  the  high  scaooj.  gradbs,  were  in  atteaaan. 

Otis  Crane,  Grant  C      '    ,      liana,  has  just  hold  a: 
result  of  his  first  yea.    .  County  Agent.    .Farms i  - 

County  cooperated  in  making  the  Fair  a  success.    In  addition 
of  farm  products  and  the  results  of  vocational  education,  the 
gram  and  music  by  the  University  Quartette*    More  than  three  thousand  people  at- 
tended the  Fair, 

0.  V.  Patton,  Walla  Wal^a  County,  Washington,  reports 
a  third  spraying '  -  ' —   — -  ■      ^  '  •  -v. 

announcad  and  le. 
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worms  than  the  unsprayed  ] 
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is  report  for  October 


31,  a  lyestern  Agent  tells  this:     "During  the  week  a  lotter  vjas  received  from  a 
county  agent  in  Illinois  asking  for  a  _     ' :ad  of  dry^land  alfalfa  seed.    Not  a  great 
deal  of  dry-land  seed  had  been  threshe..  .-._3  year*    However,  by  using  only  two  days 
and  one  evening,  I  have  located  fully  half  a  carload,  and  am  today  writing  the  county 
agent  m  Illinois  that  the  farmers  of  this  county  will  be  able  to  fill  his  order," 
In  a  recent  weekly  report.  State  Leade         on  Hunter  of  Washington  makes  this 
suggestion:    "It  now  appears  that  tne  best,  results  can  be  secured  in  institute  work 
in  the  counties  where  there  are  County        ^cultv  7  hoi:        '^he  meetings  in 

schoolhcuses  and  -che  small  villages,  aDo.        ons-^.^^  v^ceti        -  uach  place  with  not 
to  exceed  three  speakers.    At  such  places  .-c  : /--^ --ndance       .  .-.posed  entirely  of 


farm  people,  the  interest  is  better  than  in  t.--  -  ..;n: 
secured.  The  .county  agent  takes  the  party  from  plac-. 
be  repeated  more  frequently.  ners ' 

by  'tir.  1^  mste. 
small  Villages  uf  couiiLi'y  ^ouooj.uc  :3 

Roy  G.  Adams,  Ac        'bounty,  a.c.o.i.^ngton,  . 
the  outlying  districu,,  ..ud  in  the  future  mos.  ^j.  .v.. 
will  be  carried  oh  by  t^kiii.^  one  or  two  speakers  out 
at  one  center,  with  1  night  meeting  onl; 


iter 


~';lts  are 

^eetings  can 
frequently, 
I arm.    In  the 


.^..woitutes  in 
ths  institute  line 
>  to  spend  the  day 
places . " 


^       State  Leader  Coglon  of  Idaho,  in  his  report  for  October  31  said:    "The  corn 
Rhow  at  Payette  (Canyon  County)  was  an  extremely  gratifying  demonstration  of  Mr. 
Ireland's  efficiency  in  his  work  throiighout  this         rict  with  corn.    There  were  48 
ten-ear  exhibits,  some  of  which  would  be  crsdita. —  -  ■    ,    "  aa  or  Illinois  corn  show. 

II.  R,  Glaisyer,  Klaoiath  County ,■  Oregon,  reports    -  -  taking  readily  to  the 

method  of  selecting  seed  potatoes  from  the  hills.  One  potato  planter  who  grows  500 
acres  of  potatoes  will  select  his  seed  from. the  hills. 
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A.  L.  Campbell,  Fremont  County,  \,^.:u^:^^y  gc;.ve  ^nib  interest  in  a  recent 

weekly  report:     "Acting  upon  advices  frcm  ihis  office  two  alfalfa  growers  of  the  Riv- 
erton  Valley  have  purchasod  catxle  in  order  to  feed  up  their  alfalfa  on  the  farm  in- 
stead of  selling  it  off  as  has  been  their  former  practice.    They  are  entering  upon 
J^ne^  and  more  congtfuctive  3yste^  of  farming  with  livestock  and  proper  crop  rota- 
tion," 

"High  farming"  is  done  '  Paso  County,  Golorad'      "r.  Lauc'::         rts:  "Cn 

Septerriber  12  we  secured  somo  „  c;.  good  moving  pictures  arming  a  -  .._oitudes  almost 
10,003  feet  above  sea  level.    There  is  no^.  ^.  ir^-- r  ;  _  .  /ing  season  between  frosts 

iii  these  altitudes,  but  the  farmers  .securt  _    ,onnage  of  oat  hay,  barley,  vetch 

(hairy),  and  potatoes.  There  is  much  to  do  in  assist!  sse  farmers  to  see  the 
value  0^  proper  seed  selection,  treatln  be.    It  is  a  most 

pleasant  place  to  work  during  the  hot  EQcn-oas,  shicxi  a.&  i^ii^j-r  growing  season,**  Mr, 
Lauok  recently  conducted  his  second  agricultural  tour  for  the  pur  acquainting 
the  business  men  of  Colorado  Springs  with  the  progress  being  mad  _  :,ry-farming 

portions  of  his  county:    "They  found,"  says  Mr.  Lauck,  "that  the  f^-rmers  have  been 
working  hard,  are  doing  better  farming  because  of  the  friendly  r  7  brought  on  by 

the  farmers'  plub  meetings  and  vicinity  fairs,  the  introductic  rought 
renistant  crops,  use  of  the  pit  silo,  the  results  of  the  seed  selection  and  testing, 
also  in  seme  ca?es  the  treating  for  disease  and  a  little  result  of  the  farmers  ex- 
change carried  on  by  this  office," 

R,  A.  Blanchard,  Cascade  County,  Montanr.j     i-ports  having  succeeded  in  getting 
the  Great  Falls  public  library  to  give  him  a  traveling  library  for  the  farmers  of 
the  county,  adding:.   "The  books  number  some  30  volumes  which  are  packed  in  a  strong 
box  which  I  carry  around  in  the  auto,  distribute  and  collect  books  in  my  travels  over 
the  coun:y.     The  library  consists  of  about  30  per  cent  w^ll-selected  fiction,  30  per 
Cbnt  figricultural  works,  and.  the  remainder  children's  stories  and  domestic  science. 
This  seems  to  take  with  great  favcr  "-.^-^      --^-^  and  will  help  out  the  social 

and  intellectual  side  of  farm  life," 

L.  A.  Merrill,  Sevier  County,  Utah,  reports  as  follows  concerning  a  farmer  in 
his  county  and  his  crops:     "Last  year  hi^  potato  crop  was  a  failure,  but  this  fear 
the  came  land  will  yield  at  the  rate  of  f?50  bushels  per  acre.    His  oat  yield  will  be 
over  70  bushels  per  acre,  and  his  barley  yielded  72  bushels  per  acre.    Last  year  his 
beet  yield  was  5  tons,  and  it  will  be  more  than  doubled  this  year.    He  had  good 
yields  cf  field  paas  and  corn,  but  he  hogged  it  dOiro  and  we  can  not  get  the  yield. 
Tnis  man  has  land  that  is  damp  and  inclined  to  be  alkali .  hut  under  our  planning  and 
cooperation  this  season  he  has  had  very  good  yields  Ir.    .  ^  ^  :ie3.    His  beets  were 
irrigated  twice  only  and  cultivated  seven  times.'* 

George  A,  Nelson,  Wahkiakum  County,  Washington,  had  b  the  county  fair, 

which  he  reports  as  follows:  "In  this  booth  were  sho^m  cou^pai ^LCxve  records  cf  prof* 
itable  and  unprofi-^.able  cows;  record  sh  -ks  for  keeping  permanent  records. 

The  results  of  thd  milking  contest  at  t...  '^1-^  shown  at  this  booth,  as  1 

had  charge  of  the  contest.    Systems  of  fa.:  '^er^  ??hown  and  their  use  ex- 

plained.   Methods  of  testing  fax^m  seeds,  photograph-  .'.emonstra- 
•^lon,  and  method.        jhar-pitting  stumps  were  sshibited." 

"       Reporting  an  October  week  devoted  mainly  to  farmers'  institutes,  .Shina, 
Spokane,  County,  Wa.shington,  observed:  "It  has  always  be-  idea  th^u  c^^^a  gather- 

ings, to  reach  the  actual  farmers,  should  be  held  in  rur„-  communities,  rathor  than 
in  the  larger  towns  or  cities  of  the  count'-^j  ?.nd  this  week's  ezperience  fully  demon- 
3trated  that  this  notion  is  well  founded.         Oheney  there  was  never  more  than  15 

farmers  present;  the  sf.tudents  from  the  normal  composed  the  remainder  of  t  

At  Deep  Creek,  Hayfoifd^'  and  f^ilan  the  people  attending  were  all  farmers,  or  farmers' 
v/ives,  farmers'  sons,  -eLnd  farmers'  daughters." 


Roy  G.  Adams,  Adams  County,  Washington,  reports:     "AiEong  the  most  promising  dry- 
land forags  crops  tried  out  this  past  season  is  Sudan  grass.    From  one  ounce  seed 

tlanted  in  rows  in  May  (which  was  too  early)  was  harvested  15  pounds  of  fully  matured 
eed.    After  the  seed  was  cut  the  stools  have  come  on  again  and  are  making  a  good 
second  growth  ?;hich  would  furnish  considerable  pasture.    The  plot  is  one-hundredth  of 
an  acre.    The  seed  vvas  planted  near  Katton  by  H.  Hiller.    The  average  rainfall  for 
that  section  covering  a  period  of  ten  years  is  9  i3iGhes,    This  season  has  been  under 
that  mark," 

Speaking  of  a  remots  par-g  or  iiis  cGunty,  ^^arrisoxi ,  ■  uosa  County,  Colorado, 

9:Sjs:  "The  raising  and  feeding  of  range  stock  -  .  . . -..d  to  be  the  best  means  of  using 
the  farm  crops,  as,  owing  to  the  distance  from  railroad  facilities,  nearly  everything 
must  be  driven  out  on  toot.    Ware  it  not  for  this,  the  growing  of  apples,  pears  * 
pea>^hes,  plujns,  and  berries,  would  be  profitable,  the  latter  doing  exceptionally  well. 
Potatoes  are  grown,  the  soil  being  suitable,  but  cost  of  transportation  liraits  their 
production,'* 

D»  C.  Basccm,  ho^j^.i  uwu^iv^,  Co.^-:-^;-;i d ,  rc^:,.  o,i;      ■..vc.-.--..  -  time  to  time 

f'tJr  County  High  School  teachers  have  opportunity  to  talk  with  .  :   ^  ^  arranged  to 

take  thorn  out  to  see  a  silo  being  filled  near  town.    Many  of  them  had  never  seen  the 
process  and  were  interested  in  it*    It  is  my  hope  that  our  High  School  teachers  may_ 
btj  able  tb  talk  intelligently  to  our  farmers  on  subjects  in  which  the  farmers  are 
interested.    With  this  in  view,  I  hope  to  carry  on  some  special  lines  of  work  with  the 
faculty  at  various  times  during  the  year." 

BOYS'  AND  GIRLS'  CLUB  WORK  HOTSS,- 


State  Agent  J.  G.  Hcgenson  of  Utah  reports  seme  very  interesting  club  achievements 
from  hiz  Stat^.    Howard  Dalton  of  Willard,  Boz  Elder  County,  age  15,  raised  361 
bushels  or  potatoes  on  an  irrigated  half  acre  at  a  cost  of  |44.92,  and  made  a  net 
profit  of  |142.85.    George  Canhell  of  Smithfield,  Cache  County,  made  a  yield  of  267 
bushels,  with  a  net  profit  of  |63,45.    Hov5rard  Dalton  becomes  the  sweepstakes  champicn 
c;f  the  State  and  will  be  entitled  to  a  free  trip  to  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition 
at  San  Francisco  in  1915,  according  to  provision  made  by  State  Leader  in  the  v/ork. 

Merle  Hyer,  the  State  Champion  of  Utah,  for  1913,  continued  in  his  work  for  the 
present  year,  but  was  too  old  to  gO  Into  direct  competition  with  the  other  boys.  He 
is  still  growing  his  seed  potatoes,  however,  and  in  addition  is  serving  %s  a  local 
leader  in  his  community,  encouraging  other  boys,  visiting  club  plat$,  and  in  gensral 
assisting  the  Stat©  Agent  in  the  conduct  of  the  work. 

Rattle  Holbroofc,  the  girl  champion  of  0tah  for  I9l3,  il...      ..-..^  ..ven  bo.;....'  work 
this  year  than  she  did  a  year  ago,  and  in  addition  is ■  serving  as  a  local  club  leader 
in  charge  of  the  activities  in  club  projects  in  her  comaiunity.    Miss  Molbrook  is  not 
only  assisting  the  girls  in  her  community *  but  it  is  also  helping  a  great  many  of  the 
adult  women  and  teaching  them  how  to  save  their  surplus  fruits  and  vegetables  by  th® 
Jiew  method  of  canning, 

W  A.  J.  Brundage,  State  A^ant  -^.i  -...-..i..      ^:  ^^uu  .u-   vw:.-:-w  --.j.u,  i-eports 

that  one  of  his  club  girls  in  the  potato -work,  Miss  Bertha  Green,  made  a  yield  of  50 
bushels  of  white  potatoes  on  her  one-eighth  acre  during  the  past  season. 

One  of  the  intere'sting  lines  of  work  developed -during  the  past  s^onth  in  the 
State  Of  Connecticut  is  the  agricultural  Boys*  and  Girls*  Club  picnics  and  festivals. 
Canning  demonstrations  have  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Brundage  and  his  assistant  through 
cut  the  Stat®  during  the  past  tv/o  months. 
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ilio        i.:.- ^ _'.     —  -      ■'  --         '         '-■  —  I-   .  .  ■J  i-  t 

October  28  and  29,  s.^-"-  ■  best  -   _  in  the 

Northern  States  dun  large  amphithei;        juilding,  300  feet 

^^ong  and  150  feet  wi  ed  for  housing  thj  exhibits.    The  neT7  State  Agent j 

S.  I.  Ingalls,  supervised  tns  entering  and  judging  of  exhibits  and  the  agricultural 
and  home  economics  contests.    One  of  the  club  boys  demonstrated  to  the  people  of 
Vermont  that  he  is  the  chaapion  dish-v/asher  of  the  Stat- 

L.  A.  Carlisle  of  Exeter,  N.  H. ,  reports  that  thei  :       ,  .   number  of 

his  club  boys  in  the  State  who  have  raised  fine  seed  potatoes  of  the  following  va- 
rieties:   Green  Mountain,  Gold  Coin,  Carman,  Enormous,  Irish  Cobbler,  and  Early 
Harvest »  and  that  these  boys  together  will  have  from  300  to  500  bushels  of  seed 
potatoes  for  sale  in/hich  will  qualify  under  the  4-H  Brand  standardization  label.  Mr. 
Carlisle  reports  that  the  best  yield  on  a  quarter  of  an  acre  was  105  bushels,  Ill- 
pounds.    The  best  yield  on  one-sixteenth  of  an  acre  was  26.34.  bush?: ^  -     The  lowsst 
cost  per  bushel  was  28. 39^,  the  highest  was  BZi. 

0.  A.  Morton,  State  Agent  for  Massachusetts,  reports'  that  the  pupils  of  the 
Hyde  Park  School  raised  over  100  bushel.  slf  acre  directly  in 

connect  itn  their  school  work.     All  c ti.        potatoes.  :ld,  ranging  in  price 

from  85  to  dOi  a  bushel. 

Mr.  Morton  reports  that-  i.^uv.c;ad  of  giving  '^.i^r^j  oaoix  .oiizes  during  the  fall 
festivals,  fairs,  etc.,  they  have  awarded  2800  ribbons  and  2000  gold-plated  achieve- 
ment medals  to  club  winners  in  84  different  localities  of  the  State. 

The  Home  Garden  Club  of  Brockton,  Mags**  is  reported  as  one  of  the  best  in  the 
State,  and  they  have  about  twice  as  many  gardeners  who  will  finish  their  club  work 
this  year  as  they  had  last  year. 

Superintendent  Otis  E.  Hall,  assisted  by  P.  J.  Sanders  of  Utah,  has  been  con- 
ducting a  siz*day  campaign  in  the  organization  and  promotion  of  Home  Garden  and  Can- 
ning Clubs  in  Kansas,  giving  a  public  canning  demonstration  in  each  place  under  the 
auspices  of  the  county  agricultural  agents  and  local  school  authorities.    Mr.  Hall 
has  also  been  assisting  in  the  district  fairs  and  club  festival  events,  and  has  been 
unusually  successful  in  conducting  a  series  of  agricultural  contests,  such  as  rope- 
tying,  seed  corn  stringing,  -potato  pari         .id  judging  contests. 

Miss  Claribel  Nye  of  New  York  College  of  Agriculture  has  spent  considerable  time 
during  the  past  month  in  Long  Islar  '->-,^Qf^  >^  ^     '     organize  Home 

Garden  and  Canning  Clubs  and  in  ger.._  ..._  .  .    ,  ^.i.j-  an  -.-   .......  -.  .     ..  j  saving  of  surplus 

vegetables,  wind-fall  apples,  etc.  for  this  fall.    Miss  Nye  and  Miss  Titsworth,  also 
of  the  College,  have  given  considerable  time  to  a.       ..ing  the  County  Agent,  E.  H. 
Ferris  tall  of  Courtland  County,  in  the  conduct  of  canning  club  wor.'         -lis  county 
during  the  past  season.    Over  400  packs  of  canned  vegetables  and  fruits  were  exhibited 
by  the  Farm  Bureau  at  the  County  Fair,  showing  two  packs  of  each  kind  of  product, 
making  200  diffec'ent  products.    The  ijame  exhibit  was  taken  to  the  State  Fair  at  Syra- 
cuse. This  is  anezcellent  way  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  public  the  possibility 
of  eliminating  the  v/aste  of  food  products  on  the  farm,  and  at  the  same  time  give  to  the 

•ooys  and  girls  the  proper  habits  of  thrift. 
The  annual  conference  of  State  and  district  club  agents  for         advancement  of 
■/he  v;ork  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  beginning  at  9  ©'clock  a.  m.  on  December  4th, 
continuing  until  tt\Q  9th.     State  Club  Agents  and  their  assistants  from  practically  all 
of  the  thirty-three'^  States  in  the  territoi  .'  '■'''I  be  present  at  this  meeting. 
Headqua-'wors  will  be  at  the  Sherman  Hotel. 


• 


